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A Wichita developer is seeking a property tax abatement for a $10 million hotel project in Westport.

Kabir Bhakpa of Wichitawest Hospitality Inc. is planning to develop a 95-room Marriott TownePlace
 Suites on Central Street just north of 40th Street, said Charles Renner, a Husch Blackwell LLP attorney.

Renner is scheduled to represent the developer during Thursday's meeting of the Planned Industrial
 Expansion Authority. He will be asking the PIEA board for a 20-year, 75 percent abatement.

The proposed hotel project is located within the 39th Terrace PIEA area, which is bounded by Central
 Street, Broadway, 39th Terrace and 40th Street.

"There was an apartment development approved for this (hotel) site," Renner said, "but that project never
 happened."

In 2012, the PIEA approved Dr. Ahmed Awad's $22 million redevelopment plan for the 39th Terrace PIEA
 area. It called for new restaurants facing Broadway as a frst phase and a $20 million, 118-unit market-
rate apartment project for the second phase.

Awad, a Kansas City developer, was granted a 10-year, 80 percent abatement followed by 15 years of 50
 percent abatement for his mixed-use plan.

INTERACTIVE MAP: Crane Watch: What's being built in the Kansas City area

Renner noted that Wichitawest Hospitality is seeking a lesser abatement for the hotel project, which will
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 be developed on the site of the old XO Club.

If incentives and planning hurdles are cleared, Renner said, construction of the hotel could begin in the
 third quarter. The goal is to have the hotel completed by December 2017.

While the hotel is expected to breathe new life into the block, two restaurants Awad opened as part of the
 plan have gasped their fnal breaths.

An Open Fire Wood Burning Pizza at 3951 Broadway and Huddle House at 3959 Broadway have both
 closed.

Rob reports on real estate and development.
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